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into the professional behaviours and relationships which resulted in his disbarment, as well as some 

indications as to his present intentions with respect to a possible future return to legal practice. 

(21) That void having been created, largely by the Nova Scotia Barristers' Society, it was 

left to the current Hearing Panel to in effect "figure it out". Though not a task for which the current 

hearing Panel was incapable or unsuited, the preferred approach may have been for a greater 

attention to the evidence to be led in support of the joint application. 

(22) The current Hearing Panel makes those comments for what they are worth vis-a-vis 

any such future similar circumstances. Ultimately, however, the current Hearing Panel has 

concluded that it has sufficient information in relationship to the joint application to enable it to enter 

its Decision herein. 

(23) The Hearing of the joint application proceeded virtually on December 161h. Both the 

Nova Scotia Barristers' Society and the Member were present. Ms. Bernadine MacAulay attended 

on behalf of the former. The Member attended by himself. The public had access to the Hearing's 

virtual forum. Only Ms. Gillian Cormier from allnovascotia.com attended. 

(24) The presentation in support of the joint application was made solely by Ms. 

MacAulay. The Member spoke only to endorse Ms. MacAulay's presentation, and later to respond 

to some questions posed to him, largely by Dr. Norman. 

(25) The Hearing Panel was not particularly concerned with the joint application as it 

related to the Costs sanction which had been initially imposed on the Member. Instead, the current 

Hearing Panel was intrigued only by two points. 

(26) The first relates to the Nova Scotia Barristers' Society's decision to release the 

Member from his obligation to successfully complete the law school's professional responsibility and 

ethics course. In that regard, the current Hearing Panel confesses it concern with the Nova Scotia 

Barristers' Society's representation that the Member had taken the course at least twice in the past 

and does not appear to have learned or benefited from it; and collaterally, with the Nova Scotia 

Barristers' Society's representation that would be classmates of the Member should he attempt to 

fulfil his obligation to successfully complete the law school's professional responsibi lity and ethics 

course may recoil at his presence amongst them. 

(27) As regards the former point, the benefit to be taken from a successful completion of 

the law school's professional responsibility and ethics course, the current Hearing Panel is very 
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